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WE SALUTE Requests for State Library 
assistance have been re- 
ceived from these East, South, 
and West Texas counties since February l, 
1946; Brewster, Culberson, Presidio, 
Pecos, Kimble, Medina, Grayson, Rockwall, 
Freestone, Fayette, Colorado, Chambers, 
and Gaines. 

We salute the individuals and organiza- 
tions in these areas that are trying so 
diligently to provide library services for 
their towns and counties. 

What botter evidence could we have of 
the widesproad and earnest desiro to 
create Better Libraries for Texans 
throughou @ State? 
WE REGRET Because of our inadequate 
finances and lack of an 
Extension Director, our 
present oid to library-minded Texans 
desiring to establish community and 
county libraries may be described by 
quoting from the Bicnnial Reports of 
1924-1926 and 1918-1920; ; 


"At present the library extension 
work done is wedged in with miscolla- - 
neous duties and with administrative 
dutios necessary in swinging the various 
functions consolidated in the one depart- 
ment (Administrative). . »« Requests for 
advice in the ostablishment and adminis- 
tration of small libraries . « « are 
frequently received . « » the only aid 
to be given is by correspondence and 
through the aid of books on the subjoct 
which aro lent by the Statc Library." 


Yet the development of local library 
service is the chicf aim of the extension 
work of the State Library and is one of 


the outstanding purposos for which the 
State Library was re-created by the 
Act establishing the Library and His- 
torical Commission. 


TIME MARCHES 
ON 


Austin, December 5, 1872; 


"I beg leave to call your 

attention to the condi- 
tion of the (State):.Library. On cxami- 
nation, I found it a wreck of greandcur 
» « « The Library needs a thorough reno- 
vation . « « Extra shelves should be 
erected for the scattered books on the 
floor. The volumes on the higher 
shelves cannot be reached without foot- 
steps or ladder. Everything in the 
Library needs a thorough cleaning « « e 
There is much to do to place the Library 
in a respectable condition, but this can- 
not be dono without tho nocessary aid. I 
am willing to do all in my power to 
correct the abuses." — From ao lotter 
by the State Librarian. 


Excerpts from Bionninl Reports of the 
State Library, 1918 to date: 





1918-1920 "The story of the internal 
housekeoping activities of 
the Library during the 
biennium just closed is the story of 

an uphill struggle to accomplish re- 
sults in the face of too small a staff, 
too littlo money, too little space; and 
that little space abcut as ill-arranged 
for effective work as the architect's 
lack of imagination could compass. « e 
Another sorious difficulty. . . is the 
mould. . « The rats and mice which in- 
fest the buildingceonstitiito anbdther 
source of danger to the State's property, 















as well as a menace to the health of the 
staff." 
1924-1926 "The ontire Library is ovor- 
crowded. The present spaco 
pormits of practically no 
growth in tho book collcction.. « « Work- 
ing space for the staff is at o promium 

« « e The present quarters are scer.ttcred 

. « « The present quarters wero not design- 
ed for library purpesos. Thouzh set 

aside in tho (Capitol) building plans 

for tho State Library, and though the 

name 'State Library' was blown into the 
glass transom over the door, not one 
feature wos included to make the space 
suitable for modern library purposes." 


"The Commissicn wishes to 
stress the need of a Stato 
Library building and urges 
that the Legislature make an appropria- 
tion for such o building at the earlicst 
possible time. With this need in mind, 
the Commission passed the following 
resolutions: 


1930-1952 


Whereas, The condition of the State 
Library at this time is such that the 
books, relics, and documents, many of 
them of priceless value to the State, 
are subject to hazard of fire, especially 
thoso which are required to be kept in 
the basoment of the capitol, and that 
thore is no room for tho enlergoment of 
the collection of books for tho blind; 
no room for tho maintenance of a musoum 
collection; and no room for transfors 
from othor departments, from ccunty or 
othor officials; and tho congestion cxist- 
ing in the Library generally is of such 
nature as to soverely handicap the proper 
conduct of the business of said Library so 
as to obtain the best results for the 
people of Texas who make use of said 
Library. e « be it 

"Resolved, e« « that every effort practi- 
cable be exerted by the Board to induce 
the Legislature to provide means for reme- 
dying such conditions and to place said 
Library upon a basis commensurete with the 
value of its books, records, and relics 
and in keeping with the dignity of the 
State of Texas.'" 


1942-1944 "The present quarters in the 
capitol are entirely inadequate 


and are not planned for a modern library. 
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Owing to crowded conditions, much of the 
Library is housed in widely separated 
rooms in the basemont. In certain por- 
tions of the basement dampnoss and lack 
of free circulation of air causc the 
books to mildew. A modern fireproof build 
ing with tomperature, moisture, and light 
control is needed. The building should 
be specially planned to care for oach 
function the library performs. Provision 
should be made for modern equipment for 
microfilming, microprinting, photostat- 
ing, for proserving documents by the proe 
ess’ of lamination, and for many other 
recent discoveries and improvements in 
the care of documents and books. A State 
Library building should be included in 
any building program that tho State 
undertakes." 


1946-1948; 7? 


AS OTHERS 
SEE US 


Texas was featured in the June 
issues of two nationally 
known periodicalb, Harper's 
Magazine and Country Gentlemon. 

John Gunther's "The Giant World of 
Texas," in Harper's, is part of a section 
on the State of Texas in his forthcoming 
book, "Inside Ue Se A." 

For the third in its series of "Neighbor 
issues! ‘Country Gontleman staff members, 
"fortified with large grains of salt, 
hitched their wagon to tho Lono Star." 

We make no critical comments on oither 
of these additions to Toxas!s lore other 
than, "Cavoat emptor." 


LIBRARIANS 
AT LIBERTY 


The State Library has on 

file the names of sevoral 
librarians desiring positions 
in Texas libraries. On 
receipt of a request from you indicating 
the type of training, oxperionce, and 
othcr qualifications required of an assist- 
ant, we shall send you the namos, adé.. 
dresses, and qualifications of appropriate 
applicants. 


PROGRAM TO 
AID SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES 


Librarians in Texas have long 
hoped for the type of program 
Mattie Ruth Moore, Supervisor 
of School Libraries for the 
State Department of Education, will de- 
velop to assist all school libraries in 
the State. 

Planned as a result of a recont sur 
mado by the Southorn Association of 
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veqgere givon to tho library. 
~<tiitwecn 15 and 30 members in cach class. 


(gi §rocords. 
fey§tho library is open. 








Colleges and Socondary Schools, the 
orcgram will clso aid schools without libra- 
rios, 2s woll as individual teachers — 
some with no library training — who aro 
attempting to give library scrvice. 

The General Education Board will financo 
the program for ono year, after which 
the St.tc Departmont of Education will 
assumc rosponsibility. 

A bullotin will be prepared to aid in 
organizing librarics. 

Conferences will be held noxt fnoll with 
each of the twelve Deputy Superintendcnts 
of the State Department of Education. 

Miss Mcoro (B. A., Southern Methodist 
University; B. S. in Le S., George Pca- 
body College for Toachors) was formerly 
Librarian, Alex W. Spence Junior High 
School, Dallas. In 1944 she organized a 
technical library for the North American 
Aviation Plant in Grand Prairie, Texas. 

During the A. L. A. conference in 
Buffalo last month, Miss Moore attended 
a meeting of school library supervisors 
from the various States. 

With the appointment of Miss Moore, 17 
States now employ a librarian to serve 
as a consultant or supervisor of school 
libraries. Of these positions, 14 are 
in State departments of education, and 
three are in State libraries. 


‘;@ FOREIGN LANGUAGE In February, 1946, the 
RECORDINGS Fort Worth Public Library 
purchased a Linguaphone 
ij recording machine and 4 
,§set of Spanish records and fextbooks. 
f In March, French, German, and Russian 


4§records wore added, and classes wore form- 


+afied in Spanish, French, German, and Russian. 
:i—These classes arc held once a week, on 
@different evenings, and are cntirely freo. 
sgThe languages are taught by instructors in 
agtheir native tongues, and their scrvices 
Thore are be- 


Each language class has 30 rocord-lcssons 
gto learn. Toxtbooks accompany the courses 
aj§for study in tho library. It is not 
s§necessary to be a class member to use the 
Thoy are available at all times 


beef One machine and two additional language 
yaysets, "Portuguese and Spanish As Spokcn 
$in South America," have been purchased 
“grecontly. 





PAttached leaflots courtesy of tho American Library Association. 
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The classes will not be held during 
the summer months, but will bo rosumed 
in the fall. 


MEET THE COMMISSIONERS 
(Second of a sorics 
of fivo sketchos) 

LAURA ALINE HOLBY, 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 


Laura Aline 
Hobby, who has 
been a momber 

of the Toxas 
Library and 
Historical Com- 
mission since 1931, was born in Woodville, 
Texas, the daughtcr of Judgo Edwin Hobby 
and Eudora (Pettus) Hobby. 

Judge Hobby servod as State sonntor, 
district judge, and as o member of the 
Commission of Appeals. He was tho author 
of "Texas Land Law" and misccllancous 
articles. 

Hor brother, Willicm Pettus Hobby, 
Prosident of the Houston Post, was 
Governor of Texas from 1917 to 1921. 

In college Miss Hotby's courses includ- 
ed journclism, story writing, and public 
speaking, the last of which was continued 
in the Woodrow School of Exprossion. 

Orgenizations with which Miss Hobby is 
affiliated are the Toxas Goographic Soci- 
ety; Dallas Historical Socicty; Com- 
posers' and Authors' Association, former 
Vice-President; Barrington Fiction Club, 
President; Dallas Writcrs' Club, former 
Sccretary and Chairman of the Program 
Committee. 

In addition to her authorship of "Wash- 
ington the Lover," Miss Hobby has had 
articlos, feature stories, and poems 
published in the Houston Post, Dallas 
News, Galveston Tribuno, Composers' and 
Authors' Magazino, The Comet, and other 
newspapers and periodicals. 

During the war she served as a volun- 
teer for the Dallas offices of the OPA 
and the USO. 

"Giving consideration to mtorial about 
myself is unintcrosting," Miss Hobby says. 
Then sho generously adds: "“intorested in 
genec.logicel rescarch; in reading, to a 
certein extent; in honring helpful and 
informative sermons, lectures, speeches; 
member of Mcthodist Church; Democrat." 

Ono of Miss Hobby's delightful customs 
is tc regaid the Commissioners with her 
confoctioncry specialty, chocolate fudge. 
In fact, no mecting of the Commission is 
considered to be convened until her fudge 
has been sampled and officially cpproved. 
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Remarks of Emily Taft Douglas, Repre- 
sentative-at-Large, Illinois, in the House of 
Representatives, Tuesday, March 12 (in 
introducing the Public Library Service 
Demonstraticn Bill, H.R. 5742, 8. 1920). 


R. SPEAKER, I am today introduc- 
M ing a bill which is modest in title 

and in authorized expenditures but 
which can open endless vistas of a fuller 
life. It is probably the cheapest means both 
of enriching existence to millions of Ameri- 
cans and of raising the quality of our 
citizens. The Honorable Lister Hill of 
Alabama is presenting a companion measure 
in the Senate. 

This bill, sponsored by the American Li- 
brary Association, provides for demonstra- 
tions of library service in communities 
which do not today possess such service. It 
would authorize to each participating state 
twenty-five thousand dollars annually for 
the next four years, in order to assist state 
agencies to show how library service cari be 
extended through the use of bookmobiles 
and library deposits. 

It is a shocking fact that thirty-five mil- 
lion American citizens have no library serv- 
ice whatsoever. More than six hundred 
counties in the country (roughly one out of 
five) are without a library. An equal num- 
ber have only small libraries in the county 
seats which serve no rural people. Almost 
every state, in fact, has large areas without 
any service. These regions are largely 
rural, where handicaps of distance, poor 
roads, and low incomes have prevented the 
communities from opening libraries. Ex- 
perience has shown, however, that good 
rural service can be provided by using a 
large enough administrative area with a 
widespread system of branch libraries, serv- 





Mrs. DovucLas 


ice stations, and bookmobiles. Where the 
people have been offered such service, they 
have learned to value it and never want to 
be without it again. 

Books have become a necessity in an un- 
stable world, and we cannot afford to deny 
large numbers of our people the chance for 
this basic means of education. Nor can the 
big cities, with well-stocked libraries, be 
oblivious to the lack elsewhere. The cities 
are forever being repopulated by people 
from the country, and the quality of urban 
citizenry is therefore dependent on the 
quality of the whole country. 

In a sense a library is yeast for all the 
worth-while life of a community. Its serv- 
ices are supplementary and illumine every 
civic and cultural project. It is not com- 
petitive with other agencies, but enriches 
the work of each. The scope of a country 
school is meager if the students cannot sup- 











plement their reading beyond the one or 
more basic texts. A child lacks an essential 
of growth in our modern world if he is cut 
off from the intellectual leaven of a library. 
Adult education, similarly, becomes impos- 
sible without recourse to books. The wide- 
awake citizen is crippled in the pursuit of 
his interest if he cannot check his own ex- 
perience against that of others, whether that 
interest lies in farming, health, child care, 
canning, vocational guidance, science, or 
politics. In a country where we, the 
people, are the government, it is necessary 
that there should be authoritative informa- 
tion available throughout every section of 
the land. In an era of vast and swift 
changes, it is imperative that the citizens 
have material to keep abreast of the times. 


Service an Open Sesame 


N THE OTHER HAND, with service, 
whether found in the marble halls of 

the Library of Congress or in the tightly- 
packed shelves of a bookmobile, there is an 
open sesame to the resources of the world 
and to the thought of all past ages as well as 
that of the present. As John Ruskin once 
wrote, “The eternal court is open to you 
with its society wide as the world, multi- 
tudinous as its days—the chosen and the 
mighty of every time and place.” This can 
and should be the heritage of all Americans. 
While rural library service is spreading, 
it is not doing so with enough speed to keep 
pace with the needs of our time. This bill 
would allow state agencies to give samplings 
of their services. Judging by the experi- 
ence of such regional experiments as have 


LIBRARY DEMONSTRATION BILL 


been made in Tennessee, Louisiana, and 
North Carolina, once a taste has been given 
for library service the appetite grows and 
the community is eager to cooperate with 
the state to carry on the service. Fifty per 
cent of the books used in these regional 
projects are of a substantial type. In addi- 
tion to books, the service would supply edu- 
cational films, current magazines, and 
pamphlets. 
A brief analysis of the bill follows: 


Purpose 


1. To provide a demonstration of adequate 
public library service to people now without 
it or inadequately served. 

2. To provide means for studying various 
methods of providing public library service 
primarily in rural areas and for studying the 
effect of planning on an area basis upon the 
development of library service. 


Provisions 


1. State library agencies may submit plans 
for use of federal funds in demonstrating 
public library service primarily in rural areas. 
These plans shall be drawn entirely by the 
state agencies and need not be uniform 
throughout the country. 

2. Two types of plans may be submitted: 
one, calling for a basic demonstration using 
twenty-five thousand dollars per year for 
four years in each state, financed entirely by 
federal funds; or, an expanded plan may be 
added to this which would allow states to 
match an additional twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars to fifty thousand dollars of federal funds 
annually for four years. 

3. The Commissioner of Education would 
be required to make annual reports to Con- 
gress upon the operation of the demonstra- 
tions and would be required to make a final 
public report evaluating the demonstrations. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


CHICAGO. 
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A PROBLEM FOR THE NATION 


Per Cent of Total Population Without Public Library Service 
(By States) 
























[_] Over 60% 
FEd] From 45% to 60% 
Fy From 20% to 45% 
BBR From 15% to 30% 
FR boss than 15% 





Congressional Approval of 
PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE DEMONSTRATION 
(S. 1920-—H. R. 5742) 
Will help Extend Library Service to areas now 
without it. 











AN ANSWER BY THE PEOPLE 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE DEMONSTRATION BILL 
Now Before Congress as S. 1920-—H. R. 5742 


Purpose of S. 1920 — H. R. 5742: Provisions of S. 1920-—H. R. 5742: 

|. To provide demonstrations of adequate public library 1. State Library Agencies may submit plans for use of 
service to people now without it or inadequately federal funds in demonstrating public library service 
served. primarily in rural areas. These plans shall be drawn 


2. To provide means for studying various methods of a we ¥ ows agencies and need not be uni- 
providing public library service primarily in rural ~— “9 comity. 

areas, and for studying the effect of planning on an 2. Two types of plans may be submitted: one calling 

area basis upon the development of library service. for a basic demonstration using $25,000 per year for 

- i te four years in each state, financed entirely by federal 

funds; or an expanded plan may be added to this 

















which would allow states to match an additional 
"No program of adult education can exist without $25,000 to $50,000 of federal funds annually for four 
access to libraries.""—Senator Lister Hill of Alabama. years, 
"lt is a shocking fact that 35,000,000 American 3. a of pm tee ay 
a pte gps sa whatsoever.'—Rep. Hon of the d poports 1 a “m Post 
iy Te — — to make a final public report evaluating the 
demonstrations, 
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